May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you
trust in him, so that you may overflow with hope by the
power of the Holy Spirit.
Romans 15 v 13
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New home, school, community

Flooding in our old
neighbourhood in
Dakar

We are settling into our new house and are really enjoying it. We miss our old house and friends in Dakar, but one of our
reasons for moving was because our neighbourhood was prone to flooding in the rainy season. And just a couple of weeks
ago there was torrential rain and our old house had over 1 metre of water inside. Although we are very thankful that we
missed it, please pray for our neighbours and friends who are still there and who have lost so much. Quite a few of our
neighbours have had to move out and find temporary housing and it will take time to clean up, get repairs done and then
try and start over. We are just in the middle of the rainy season so please pray that there would be no more flooding.
We are now pretty settled and starting to get to know the town nearby (Sindia) and find out where we can get groceries
and other supplies. The nearest supermarket is about 30mins away but most of our day to day things we can get here.
There have been 6 snakes killed on the school compound (thankfully only 2 cobras that are apparently poisonous) since we
moved in so we’d appreciate prayers for safety especially during the rainy season when the grass grows and there are places
for the snakes to hide. Thanks so much for your prayers for us over this last while. It has been a busy summer but we’re
getting settled and the kids are loving life here and playing with the other kids that live here.
Just a few photos
from our new place.
Lots of swings
hanging from the
trees, kids enjoying
the rain, roasting
marshmallows,
making friends at the
market, Daniel unsure
about the fish in the
market and then
Daniel helping Assane
the school gardener
and Micah with the
school tortoise!

Yakaar Football Centre
After a busy summer, our focus now turns to moving forward with the
football centre. The summer tours helped us build stronger relationships
in the village and get to know the kids who are now all keen for us to
start our weekly youth program which we hope to do in October when
schools start up again. We still have some work to level the ground and
get posts put in but we hope to have that done in the next few weeks!
Shelters for breaks,
assemblies and to
get out of the sun
Toilets

Full-size dirt field for
official games and
tournaments
Small sided 3G/turf
pitch that we could
also rent out to
generate funds for the
work here

A few weeks ago it dawned
on us that when we did the
Cycle for Hope back in 2010,
we actually cycled right past
Sanghe village and ITES Bible
College. Little did we know
that 12 years later we would
be living and working here!

Facilities
For now we will start with a dirt field but we would love to look at
the possibility of putting in at least a small 3G or synthetic turf pitch.
This would give the kids a good surface to play on and run our
coaches trainings and we would still have the dirt field for official
games and tournaments. Although it would be quite expensive to
install, a 3G pitch with lights could actually help us generate some
funds for the work here as we would be able to rent it out in the
evenings and at times when we aren’t using it ourselves. We are still
trying to figure out all the costs of doing this to see if it is feasible or
not but the image (left) gives a bit of an idea of what we would love
to do!

May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in him, so that you may
overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.
Romans 15 v 13
When we started thinking about the opportunities here in Senegal, we began with a desire
to work with kids, but also to use our experience to invest in others who could do
something similar across Senegal. Our friendship with Pastor Youssouph led us to partner
with ITES Bible College and then God opened up the door to purchase land right beside
the College. It was actually through buying the land we have got to know Matar and his
family who live in Sanghe village. It has been so nice to get to know them, their extended
family and others in the village, and through them we have got to know lots of the kids
who are now interested in our youth football! So it’s been really nice to see how God has
worked things out and we can see His hand in it all and therefore trust Him for what lies
ahead. We are reminded in Proverbs that although we make our plans it is God who orders
our steps and the verse above in Romans speaks of the God of hope who fills us with joy
and peace as we trust Him. We can testify to that over the years and we pray that in the
years to come, the Yakaar (Hope) Football Centre would point those in Sanghe village to
our God of Hope and that they too would find joy and peace in trusting Him.

Thank you so much for your
interest, encouragement and
financial support for the
ministry God has called us to.
We don’t take this for granted
and appreciate you taking the
time in the midst of the
busyness of life to support us
and be part of what God is
doing in Senegal.

Thank you!
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