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The Journey 
We were recently reminded of the verse in Jeremiah 29, verse 
11, which told the Israelites in exile (& us today) that God has a 
plan for us. A plan for our good, to give us a future and a hope. 
So we live our lives according to the knowledge that God is in 
control and that His plan and purposes for us are best. 
Sometimes our human plans can change and from our 
perspective we don’t always get to understand the ‘why’. Yet we 
still trust our sovereign God.  

As you know we were planning to move to SEA in the coming 
months and we felt that God was leading us in that direction. 
However after Eliab’s birth, for medical reasons we are not able 
to leave the UK at the moment. We see that for now God is 
doing something different with us and is opening new doors of 
opportunity right here in Northern Ireland. Although from our 
perspective we may see it as quite a ‘change of direction’, yet 
we believe that God knows the end from the beginning.   

What has been happening with Eliab?
Since our last update in June we are 
delighted to be able to share with you that 
Eliab made a really great recovery from his 
operation and was discharged home on 
18 June after 6 weeks in the neonatal unit. 
He is fully breastfeeding and the medical 
and nursing staff following him up in 
reviews are all very happy with his 
progress, which is so encouraging for us. 
He has started smiling and ‘chatting’ 
recently and is a very content little boy, enjoying time with his 
Granny & Granda, and the rest of the family too. 
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Praise God for…  

• His faithfulness, care,  
protection & provision  

• Eliab’s remarkable recovery 
from his first operation & his 
continuing growth 

• Avisai passing his English 
exam 

• Those who, at the right time, 
came along to provide us 
with wisdom & advice for the 
visa application 

• Opportunities which God 
has opened for us to be 
involved in ministries here in 
Northern Ireland 

Thank you for … 

• Your constant & faithful 
prayers for us as a family and 
your encouragement during 
a challenging time 

• Your friendship and support 

• Your financial support, your 
kindness & generosity to us  

“And pray in the Spirit on all 
occasions with all kinds of prayers 
and requests. With this in mind, 
be alert and always keep on 
praying for all the Lord’s people.” 
Ephesians 6: 18 
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What about Avisai’s visa?
Avisai has applied for a visa based on ‘family circumstances’. 
The visa is for 2 & 1/2 years and we are currently waiting to 
hear the outcome of the application, which could take 6 
months or more. For this type of visa, Avisai did not have to go 
back to Mexico to apply, which has been an answer to prayer.
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Please pray for … 

• Avisai’s visa to be approved  

• Eliab’s next operation which 
may be sometime in October. 
We have an appointment with 
the surgeon on 4th October 

• Us as a family as we settle into 
life here in UK while awaiting 
the visa outcome 

• For wisdom as we seek God’s 
guidance in ministry 
opportunities 

• Avisai as he gets involved in 
Helping Hands (The Yard  
workshop) and in discipling 
among Portuguese speaking 
community here in Portadown 

• For both of us as we volunteer 
in ‘International Meeting Point’ 
in Belfast 

• Avisai’s mum, who feels the 
difficulty of not being close to 
her new grandson, and the rest 
of our family in Mexico & 
Senegal 

With much love, 

Avisai, Judith & Eliab

Address: Bramley Apple Cottage, 131A Dungannon Road, Portadown, BT62 1LH

Mobile (& Whatsapp) Avisai: 07516 678 999 / Judith: 07719 698 204 

What are we doing now? 
We will continue full-time with WEC, however rather than be 
based in SEA we will be based here in the UK for the next few 
years. We are currently in the process of transfer from WEC 
Mexico (our sending branch) to WEC UK. During these years 
we plan to be involved in some existing local ministries and 
continue with cultural and language adaptation for Avisai. 
Level 6.5 in English is required by WEC for ministry purposes 
so Avisai will continue to study English in the coming year, as 
well as learning more about Northern Irish & UK culture. We 
will both also be learning a little bit about the cultures of the 
immigrants / foreign nationals who we meet and spend time 
with.  

We will be volunteering with: 

• Helping Hands & The Yard, Portadown 

• International Meeting Point, Belfast 

• Portadown Intercultural Programme, Portadown 

• Discipling with Portuguese speaking people in Portadown 
and possibly some Spanish speakers 

• Basketball, First Portadown Presbyterian Church

Thank you very much for your prayers and support.
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