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Welcome
“In a large house there are articles not only of gold and silver, but also of wood
and clay; some are for special purposes and some for common use. Those who
cleanse themselves from the latter will be instruments for special purposes, made
holy, useful to the Master and prepared to do any good work.” Timothy 2:20-21

Thank you so much for your prayers and support. We really
appreciate your partnership with us as we seek to share the
good news of Jesus with those we work with. Our desire is to
train and equip coaches and churches across Africa to use
their gifts, talents and position to disciple children and young
people. Football is a very common game played by millions
around the world and yet, as His holy people, He chooses to
use us for special purposes; the good works He has prepared
for us. To many football is associated with violence, racism,
cheating and other negative images and yet, around the
world, God is using this simple tool for His purposes. Pray
that He would continue to make us holy and enable us to be
part of building His church across Africa.

Robert Cuthbert
Regional Director for Africa

Derg Valley Zambia Tour
Tours have traditionally been a foundation of Ambassadors
Football. They can be such life changing experiences for
those who go on tour and also a huge encouragement to
those they visit. When we step out of our comfort zones,
we often see God work in amazing ways and last summer’s
tour to Zambia was no exception.
"An eclectic ramshackle" - perhaps not the most complimentary
description, but it sums up the Derg Valley Zambia Ambassadors
Tour group perfectly! 12 group members from the Castlederg area,
along with 4 willing participants from Portadown and 4 from the
Netherlands made our tour group of 20. We set off from Castlederg,
Northern Ireland on Sunday 11th June to Belfast City Airport with
high hopes and expectations following an amazing send off from
family, friends, church members and the local community who had
supported us so positively throughout all our fundraising
ventures. A mere 24 hours later we were still in Belfast City Airport
having missed our connecting flight to Dubai due to a flight
delay. Spirits remained high however, and a day later than planned
we arrived in Lusaka, Zambia. Whilst in Zambia, our vision was
Football, Faith and Future. We had devotions each morning where
scripture was shared, we played 2 matches in quite intense heat
against local teams (and happy to report the score lines were
respectable on each occasion), held a 4-day football camp with

almost 100 children from the local church and surrounding area, and
shared the story of Jonah with the children. We acted out the story of
Jonah, sang choruses and shared memory verses - fun activities with
the Bible at the core. The children whose ages ranged from 4 - 16
years were so respectful at all times - by our standards, they have so
very little but are so thankful for what they do have. It was very
humbling to see 2 brothers share one pair of shoes between them and
for them to be genuinely thankful for the fact they had one shoe
each.

Rev Peter Ferguson and Rev Robert Orr had
the opportunity to preach in the local
Church on Sunday before we travelled to
Kabwe in Northern Zambia where we
linked with Operation Mobilisation, another
Christian organisation in Zambia. Here we
had the opportunity to work with and train
local coaches and give them skills that they
can use in the future. We faced challenges
that we could never have foreseen but what
we all now realise is that this was very
much part of God's plan. It's very hard to
sum up the tour in a short article such as
this, and this report does not even begin to
do it justice - we travelled to Zambia with
high hopes of what God had in store for us
and it's safe to say we were not disappointed
- in all of this we have felt immeasurably
more of God. We have grown closer to God,
our community, our church families, each
other, links have sprung up in our
community through business, football clubs
all working together – with some hilarious
consequences! We want to thank you all for
your support and prayers throughout.

USA Summer Camps
This summer several coaches from across our African offices spent 6 weeks working at
the summer camps in the US. Being part of a diverse team has its challenges culturally but
also many benefits with different insights and personalities willing to share Christ in the
own colourful manner. Great friendships were developed and also rekindled this summer
with new and returning coaches. We had the opportunity to develop young leaders with
intentional training to mobilize them to impact their communities.

Joshua Nador (National Director for Liberia)
‘My summer camp experience was a great time of learning, connecting, and serving. These three
ingredients spiced up my summer and empowered me to be a better football minister in my nation. I
learned an awful lot of skills and various approaches to football ministry. Having a lot of other coaches
from different cultures helped me to gather aspects and approaches to football ministry that I too could
bring to my context. Learning in a multicultural environment was key and connecting with others involved
with football ministry was very inspiring. Being connected to a wonderful network of people who loves the
Lord and football was reassuring.’

Daliso
Mwale,
National
Director
for
Zambia

‘Last summers camps in the USA
were one of the greatest highlights
of my time with Ambassadors
Football. This was my 3rd time in 5
years to serve with 5 different
Churches as well as a number of
different families in Cleveland,
Oregon and Washington State. I
particularly enjoyed preaching in 3
different churches and seeing 12
people praying to receive Jesus
Christ as their Lord and Saviour.
Meeting different host families and
new friends were such a blessing
and I hope to use what I learnt to
run camps in Zambia’.
Daliso was awarded the prestigious
Mark Versey Award for the outstanding
coach at the summer camps. Mark
Versey served with Ambassadors for
many years both in England and South
Africa and was an example to us all of
a life fully given to serving the Lord.

Rwanda

Jean-Paul Seneza serves with the ADEPR church denomination. He has no background in football but has been the primary contact person as we have begun to
look at what our partnership with ADEPR might look like. He spent this past summer coaching at our camps in the US and the experience was life-changing. On
his return to Rwanda he decided to take what he had learned and put it into practice. One afternoon he took his own 2 children out to the local field with one
ball. Around 20 other children joined in and he was able to share the love of Jesus with them. The following day he brought 20 balls and over 100 kids showed
up. Jean-Paul is now known as ‘coach’ within the community and has hundreds of kids playing football, memorising Scripture and they have even started an
Ambassadors Choir. Praise God for how He is using Jean-Paul and pray that he will become an example to others. With over 3000 churches in the denomination,
there is huge potential for our partnership with ADEPR to have an impact on the lives of many kids and families across Rwanda. From 13-17th November we will
have our first official training of coaches so please pray that God would use this for His purposes.

The World needs a Father
The most common challenge around the world is a lack of
fathers and positive role models. Violent crime, drug and
alcohol abuse, teen pregnancy and suicide all relate more to
fatherlessness than any other single factor. In South Africa
only every third child lives under the same roof as its father.
Children whose fathers are absent or not involved even if they
are physically present suffer emotionally, intellectually and
socially.
Ben Marais - South Africa Director

Coaches have the great opportunity to work with young people there where they love to be. Players are at the perfect age to affect
change, to instil values and mind-sets. The consistent influence of a coach activates change in the players’ lives. Coaches as father
figures are positive role models, establish authority, communicate identity, provide security, validate potential, coach life through football
and introduce God as the perfect father to their players. Players coached by a father figure develop a healthy self-esteem, learn to make
wise decisions, have a positive outlook on life and have a solid foundation to build their lives on.
That is why Ambassadors Football South Africa empowers coaches as father figures in the midst of fatherlessness by training their
hearts, heads and feet. We offer a 5-day training as well as customized coaching courses, host monthly Coaches Coffees and run a
mentoring program to effectively equip the coaches to impact players, their families and communities.

Ambassadors Football South Africa works in a close partnership with “The World Needs a Father” movement, which was started in
2011 in South Africa. “The World Needs a Father is about training communities of men to understand the value of their roles as
fathers, and giving them the tools to train other men around them, so that as heaven splashes down in their home, the ripples flow
through their community.” (Founder Cassie Carstens)

Ben Marais has taught on this
subject at various TREC
Coaching courses around the
world and, together with a core
group of Ambassadors Coach
educators, is working on
integrating it in the TREC and
coaches’ development
curriculums. This is done so
that around the world the issue
of fatherlessness can be tackled
through Ambassadors Football
and the coaches they empower.

Africa Leaders
Meetings

In February 2018 we will host African leaders’ meetings in
Nairobi, Kenya. It will be great to get all our national leaders
together as this rarely happens. There is so much potential for
football ministry in Africa and, with some of our staff having
served for over 10-15 years, they have a lot of experience to
share with our newer offices. From the beginning our focus has
been on pioneering ministry which has led to significant growth
and the Lord has blessed us in many ways. However, as we look
to the future, we feel we need to prioritise building the
structures necessary to sustain a global ministry long term.
Some of our time together will be for fellowship and a chance
to hear what the Lord is doing in each of our respective
countries. As well as this, we will be looking into how we work
together better and ensuring that we are all on the same page
and working towards the same goals. Other issues which we
would like to begin to talk about are leadership development,
financial sustainability and reaching the unreached. With
population growth in Africa set to continue to rise in the
coming years, there is a huge need for discipleship among
youth.
I am excited about where the Lord is leading us but we are
aware that this is a spiritual battle and the enemy is very real.
Please pray for wisdom, discernment and unity as we prepare
for these meetings and that God would be very real in guiding
us in His ways.
Robert Cuthbert

For further information on our work in Africa
please contact Robert Cuthbert
www.ambassadorsfootball.org

Email: rcuthbert@ambassadorsfootball.org

