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OUR MISSION

We believe that Europe needs to hear and see the Gos-
pel of Jesus Christ. Europe has become a complex 

multicultural and multi religious continent full 
of challenges but God continues to work and 
His light still shines in Europe where He con-
tinues to move forward and build His church. 

WE 

We believe that church planting is the strategy to transform 
Europe. God has chosen the church as His instrument to 

reach the whole world with His gospel of salva-
tion. By having Jesus’ love, people change, local 
communities change, then surrounding commu-
nities, regions, and through regions,  countries are 

transformed and  through countries the whole of Europe.  

BELIEVE

WE 
BEL IEVE

ECM Ireland’s aim is to glorify God through 
the planting and development of churches 
that will evangelize and disciple the peo-
ples of Europe.  It is only through worship-
ping,  loving,  communities that Europe can 
really experience transformational change.  

ECM Ireland 
Ballymacoss Avenue 
Lisburn BT28 2GX

T: 028 92666044 
E: ecm.ni@ecmi.org  
W: www.ecmireland.org

European Christian Mis-
sion Ireland is an interde-
nominational, evangelical, 
missionary organization  
working in Europe.
ECM Ireland is a registered 
charity no: XN6 3416 

WE 
PRAY

Your Kingdom come ... in Europe, 
Your will be done ... in Europe. Amen.

ecm_lifeOCT14.indd   2 15/10/2014   01:03



The Director’s Chair
by Charlie Anderson

chair pack

Many hands make …. Growth in God’s kingdom.   Growing 
Christians in Poland, a developing church in Slovenia, and fruit 
borne over long years with the McCrackens- just some exam-
ples of the fruit God brings from many hands working together 
– clasped in prayer, knocking on doors, opening the scriptures. 
As you have prayed and given, you have joined your hands with 
theirs and the result is – growth. So keep praying and consider 
the challenge brought by Dr Luke Herrin (AIM) at this year’s 
Bangor Convention:

“Jesus (Matt. 9:35-38) after seeing the lost sheep and feel-
ing compassion on them doesn’t immediately command his 
disciples to go, but to PRAY. And this is my conclusion for you 
as well –not to lean on you to GO, but to lean on you to PRAY.  
Pray for labourers for the harvest, but look, immediately after this 
prayer, Jesus sends these disciples out….  If you don’t want to 
GO I advise you to be very careful in your prayers;  as you pray 
your heart will change, your compassion will grow for the lost,  
you will pray more, give more, next thing you know- you might 
find yourself in… Europe.  Who knows? Could it be that in NI, 
in this very room is the harvest force, for the re-evangelization 
of Europe?  Not just Islamic immigrants but the vast swathes of 
Christian Europe that have turned away from the gospel.  Your 
missionary fore bearers, from Patrick who brought the gospel, 
to Columbanus and Gall who set out from Bangor to evangelise 
Europe… They have shown you the way. Will you follow in their 
footsteps? If you would, start by beseeching the Lord of the har-
vest for labourers to go into the harvest field, and while you are 
there ask the Lord might I be one of those harvesters?”

Charlie Anderson
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Bringing Europe to Life

Some of you may know who we 
are, but many of you won’t, so 
we’re very grateful for an oppor-
tunity to (re)introduce ourselves to 
you. 

G’Day Mate!
HELLO

WHO?

WHAT’S OUR

CONNECTION
WITH ECM?

We’re Josh and Alison Reeve and 
we have two kids: Isla (2) and Sam 
(6 months). Josh is a social worker 
from Wollongong, a beachside 
city in Australia, and Ali is a GP 
who hails from Holywood in North 
Down.

Some of you may vaguely remem-
ber reading about us in the ECM 
magazine a few years ago. From 
2008 to 2011 we were very in-
volved in leading short term teams 
from the UK to Albania to help 
different churches start ministries 
to children with learning disabili-
ties. This was a wonderful ministry 
to be involved in, and we praise 
God that both of the churches 
we partnered with in Albania are 
now carrying on these ministries 
without us.

During the years we were leading 
teams to Albania we began to feel 
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WHAT’S NEXT?

WHAT

For the past three years we’ve been 
studying and preparing for ministry 
at Sydney Missionary and Bible 
College. Josh has been studying 
for a Master of Divinity degree, and 
on top of being a full-time mum, Ali 
has been studying part-time for a 
Diploma of Ministry. This has been 
a great time of growth and learning, 
and we feel much better equipped 
to serve the Albanian church. 

We have just been accepted by 
ECM as missionary candidates for 
Albania! We’re really excited that 
God seems to be bringing every-

YOU BEEN DOING?

very challenged about the needs 
we were seeing. There are still so 
many in Albania who need to hear 
the good news about Jesus, and 
in the Albanian church there is a 
great need for equipping believers 
to speak and live out the message 
of the gospel. God began to convict 
us that we should consider long-
term Christian ministry in Albania. 
After a lot of prayer and counsel 
from older and wiser Christians, in 
2011 we decided to begin prepar-
ing for long-term mission work in 
Albania.

thing together and opening up the 
way for us. We’ll spend the next 
year gathering a team of support-
ers and prayer partners, and we’re 
hoping to head to the mission field 
in 2016.

When we finally go to Albania we 
have two main hopes. Firstly, we 
hope to be involved in church plant-
ing. The church in Albania is still 
very young and small, and there is a 
great need for more churches to be 
planted. Secondly, we would love to 
continue developing gospel-centred 
ministries to people with learning 
disabilities. Many Albanians who 
have learning disabilities never get 
the chance to attend church and 
hear about the Lord who made them 
and loves them. We have a passion 
to help the church reach them with 
the good news about Jesus.

We would love you to pray for us as 
we prepare to go - that God would 
provide, and that we would stay 
focused on him and the truth of the 
gospel.

With love and blessings,
Josh, Ali, Isla and Sam
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O P P O R T U N I T I E S

Ecclesiastes 3
1 There is a time for everything
and a season for every activity 
under the heavens:
2 a time to be born and a time to die,
a time to plant and a time to uproot,
3 a time to kill and a time to heal,
a time to tear down and a time to build
4 a time to weep and a time to laugh,
a time to mourn and a time to dance,
5 a time to scatter stones and a time to gather them,
a time to embrace and a time to refrain from embracing,
6 a time to search and a time to give up,
a time to keep and a time to throw away,
7 a time to tear and a time to mend,
a time to be silent and a time to speak,
8 a time to love and a time to hate,
a time for war and a time peace …..

A Season For Everything

LONG-TERM
Church planter: Lisbon, Portugal 
People to work in an existing church plant or help to develop new church 
plants as part of a growing network in Lisbon.  

Teacher of English: Wroclaw, Poland 
Teaching English as a foreign language in a Language School.  You 
should also be willing to reach out to students, build relationships and 
share your life.

Church Developers: Waterford, Ireland
People to join the team Ferrybank to further develop this new church 
plant. You invest in relationships with locals in which the gospel is central.
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During the Autumn Season I have been re-
minded by some of life’s events, that there is 
indeed: A Season For Everything. 

Among other things during the summer we 
were keen for David and Sarah to go to a 
Christian camp. Both did go to one run by 
BCM (Bible Centred Ministries) near Athlone, 
Co. Westmeath. On arrival with David we 
were surprised and greatly encouraged to see 
that many of the camp leaders had attended 
our kids clubs back when we lived in Carlow 
some 15 years ago! Yes, it did make us feel older but it was so encouraging to see 
these young people go on with God. The Director of BCM is Richard Thompson who 
was also an elder at the Carlow Bible Church when we were there.

A Time For Everything
A few weeks later we got a phone call from a friend in the Carlow Bible Church, telling 
us that a lady whom we knew hadn’t been well, had just died. We travelled down to 
Carlow for the Thanksgiving Service, sad yes, but also conscious of a great testimony 
to God in Marie’s life and devotion to Him. Another timely reminder of the seasons of 
life.
 
On returning to Claremorris as the fields directly behind our house were being har-
vested, my thoughts went to this passage in Ecclesiastes, and how a year ago when 
we first moved here, we had been intrigued with this hay making! We are reminded 
and challenged about how time moves on, that there is a season for everything, and 
the importance of sharing the message of God’s Love here in the West of Ireland or 
wherever God has placed us. Will you join us in prayer for the people of Claremorris?  

Jonathan & Nicola McCracken 
serving in Republic of Ireland

A Season For Everything
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Alen & Lila

It’s true that we work with European 
Christian Mission Ireland but, by the very 
nature of our work, we have the privilege 
of coming into contact with many differ-
ent groups and bodies whose goal it is to 
promote and help develop the growth of 
the church in Europe.

Recently we helped host such an event 
organised by our colleague, Ron An-

derson. About 35 people from throughout Spain gathered in Madrid to see how they 
could partner together more effectively and face the challenges of this decade. Topics 
covered included: the challenge of reaching the youth; the challenge of planting more 
churches in Spain; the challenge of training the next generation; the challenge of 
working together. 

The meeting was a great beginning to what we hope will become a regular event for 
reflection every 6 months.   Coming together from many different organizations and 
denominations and talking about the common task of reaching Spain was exhilarating.   
There was a strong desire to work in collaboration and to take time to explore ways of 

increasing the pace. Jesus 
prayed for this united 
effort in John 17.   Ron 
Anderson recently noted 
“a brief survey revealed 
that 1500 new church 
plants are projected to 
be planted in the next 6 
years in Spain. A recent 
article that stated that the 
Province of Cordoba alone 
has 40 churches and 4000 
believers.  (In 1978 they 
had 5 churches and 400 
believers.)”

Charlie and Tania Deering
Moving ministry forward in Spain
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PRAYER ~ PULL OUT

Szczepan - Polish Outreach, Northern Ireland
• We are taking 6 months sabbatical to seek God, to learn, refresh our relation-

ship with Jesus and discover more about walking in the power of the Holy 
Spirit. 

• We are leave Poland to travel to Arizona on 23rd Oct. and will return 21st April 
2015. 

• Please pray for God’s guidance, our growth into maturity and His calling for 
years to come, and for health, safety, open hearts and clear vision on our 
return.

Sasko Nezamutdinov - Poland
Praise points
• for our youth group which is very passionate about reaching out to the lost
• for the new young adults ministry which we have begun
• for the clearer picture of what the future church plant should look like
Prayer points:
• for like-minded Polish believers to join the church-planting initiative
• for a clear vision for the future church-plant
• for our English outreach - Vox Box
• - for new people to come to faith
• 

Charlie & Tania

Szczepan & Kamila

Novica and Tamara

Alen & Lila

Peter & Anna
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Alen & Lila Kercmar - Slovenia
• Men’s and Women Bible study; pray for wisdom and encouragement as we 

minister.
• Praise God for the prayer gatherings taking shape. May God give us hearts of 

prayer and bring many to Himself.
• Pray for Sunday school, English classes, creative workshops, camps and 

family days as we share the Gospel with children and parents.
• As we offer ‘Christianity Explored’ pray for open and receptive hearts.
• Pray for our family, to be drawn closer to the Lord to depend on Him. Pray for 

Rebeka, Ben and Jakob – that their faith would grow stronger and that they 
respond wisely when challenged about their faith by peers.

Charis Tully - Tramore, Ireland
• Praise for 3 kids clubs we ran in conjunction with Beach Missions over the 

summer
• Please Pray for Schools work that I am starting in October, I’m starting with 

the ‘Amazing Journey’ presentation and then will follow up with other pro-
grams such as ‘Bible explorer.’

• I have to put the weekly kids club on hold till the new year as I need to spend 
time on getting the schools work started and a lot of helpers are not available 
this year.

Colin & Ally Holmes - Waterford, Ireland
• Ebony Badman returns to Australia on 15th November.  Give thanks for all 

she has contributed. Pray for sustained strength as the team is that little bit 
smaller.

• 12 young people have been coming Pulse youth group this term.  We hope to 
involve them in a Youth service in Church on 19th October. 

• Pray for boldness and grace as we share with people, especially over the 
Christmas period.  

• Our support levels are currently low.  Please pray these would be strength-
ened as God provides. 

Charlie and Tania Deering - Madrid, Spain
• Spotlight English Clubs begin on Thursday 2 Oct weekly at 8pm.
• 23-26 Oct: Spanish ECM Prayer Days.
• 7-9 Nov: English Camp with Meco home group.
• 7-11 Nov: Visit to N.I of Francis Arjona, Spain ECM Director.
• Naomi as she continues to apply for jobs while living with us in Spain.
• Mark as hopes to get involved with the youth of a local church.
• Tania as she recently began teaching English to P1 children at a local acad-

emy 2 classes per week. She also has joined a recently formed Precepts Bible 
Study in Camarma.

• Charlie as continues his 1 to 1 English classes, 3 hours a week.
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Peter and Anna Crawford - Lisbon, Portugal
• for wisdom and discernment for Peter and good understanding of situations 

in his responsibilities as Field Ministries Co-ordinator.
• that Manuel Rainho, Peter, and others involved, will discern God ‘s plan in re-

evaluating the Bairro Alto Project. 
• for Manuel and his wife, Vera who have financial difficulties.
• for the development of new initiatives in Nowy Sacz and Krakow. Our recent 

visit to Poland was an encouragement!
• We will be in N. Ireland during November and hope to visit as many of our 

prayer supporters as possible. Pray for new supporters

Jonathan & Nicola McCracken - Claremorris, Ireland
Praise God for an encouraging outreach in Claremorris in July and good camps 
for David and Sarah.
Praise for a good and smooth start to secondary school for Sarah. Pray for David 
in his Junior Certificate year (GCSE). Mock exams February, State exams June.
Continued Prayer for Bible Study “Truth to Live By” on Thursday evenings.
Prayer for ways to increase our support levels.
Co-workers for Claremorris.
Jonathan is doing a TEFL course and hopes to look for opportunities to help non-
English speakers in the town next year.

Sebastian & Gloria Forjan - Radovljica, Slovenia
20th of October we will have Gospel concert in our town. Pray that people would 
respond to the invitation and show interest to hear more about the Good news.
Praise God for our official registration as a church. Pray that people would see 
our church as a body of Christ followers and not as a sect.
Pray for protection of our family against the devils scheme. Thank you so much. 

Stuart Rowell
• Over the next two months I will be travelling in the USA- to a conference, then 

catching up with contacts.  I will also be in the Balkans before Christmas. 
• I have been helping two couples that are potential candidates for Mission- a 

great joy! 
• Another encouragement is Olia Kryvytska from Lviv in Ukraine has returned 

for a second year at Belfast Bible College. Please pray for guidance for her in 
the future.

• Pray for Ellsye who retires from Glenada at the end of the year –she hopes to 
accompany me on some of my trips.   
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Vimal and Louise - Germany
• Refugee Crisis in Karlsruhe
• More than 3 times the number 

of refugees (4000) which can 
be accommodated in the origi-
nal centre in Karlsruhe have 
arrived. Pray as the govern-
ment tries to cope.

• Praise God local churches 
have great opportunities to 
share the gospel as they try to 
help and support these people.

• Pray for more workers whose passion is to care.
• Pray for encouragement for the teams that are visiting and that refugees will 

come to Christ

Novica and Tamara Srbulovic - Serbia
Landslides and floods are still a problem. People have lost everything, even their 
jobs. Pray for food, clean water and aid to arrive. Ask God to comfort.
Church: pray that our home group will grow and for a building, as space in our 
home is limited. 
Camp Timok: pray for the final work effort before it’s too cold for outside work and 
for planning for 2015. 
For our kids: Martha and Jacob, as they are growing with no Christian friends.

Dan and Primrose – Kamenica, Kosova
• Pray for a lasting impact of the summer 

outreach activities.
• Pray for H&N, M&N, and B&A: three cou-

ples who seem spiritually open.
• Youth group, Saturday football, video 

games, English classes - pray for spiritual 
awakening in their hearts of the young 
people who come, and for more opportu-
nities to get to know their parents.

• An English class for women started in 
October - praise God for the 8 women 
who signed up; pray for strong relation-
ships with them.
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“Now to him who is able to do 
immeasurably more than all we 
ask or imagine … be glory …. 
for ever and ever! Amen” (Eph 3: 
20-21).

We’ve now served in the Lutheran church 
in Murska Sobota, Slovenia for more than 
5 years and are convinced that because of 
your faithful prayers the Lord is always at 
work. Sometimes the changes feel small, 
and we fail to see God moving wonderfully 
in people’s hearts.

Throughout the years we have been bur-
dened by the nominalism, cultural Christi-
anity, and lack of prayer in the congrega-
tion; people seldom expressed the need 
for prayer or gathered to pray together. At 
the beginning of the summer, as a church 
team, we decided to look prayerfully at the 
bigger picture of what the Lord is doing 
among us. A  sense that the congregation 
needed to be invited to share in prayer with 
us began to grow. 

The response took us by surprise, people 
came earnestly praying to see the Lord 
work in them, their family life and in the life 
of the church. God blessed and answered 
these prayers which brought many to tears 

but also encouraged them to come again 
and again. Starting with 10 coming in June, 
praise the Lord by the fourth gathering in 
September,  20  people were coming!

They prayed for the coming church year, 
to see the Lord working mightily in the 
congregation and in individual lives. They 
shared personal needs, conscious that 
in everything we are dependent upon the 
Lord, then praising and thanking Him for 
answers. 

We hope that these gatherings will continue 
throughout the church year and that more 
will be moved to come each month, as the 
Lord works in the church and throughout 
Slovenia. One lady who has been coming 
to Sunday church services over the last five 
years but has never responded to invita-
tions to Bible studies, came to the last 
prayer gathering saying she feels an urge 
to come and cannot explain it. 

E. M. Bounds wrote: “Prayer is the contact 
of a living soul with God. In prayer, God 
stoops to kiss man, to bless man, and to 
aid in everything that God can devise or 
man can need.” We rejoice that the Lord 
is stirring us to pray and we invite you to 
rejoice and praise Him with us. 

Ordinary people praying 
to an extraordinary God  
Alen & Lila Kercmar serving in Slovenia
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Our church is at a good place, still small 
but growing. We are very thankful to God 
for his leading and movement here. Since 
last December three couples have joined 
us. Here are their stories:

 In December 2013 a couple moving 
into our area and looking for a church 
called us. Married for two years and 
expecting their first daughter, Judita and 
Ales had come to Christ through Cam-
pus Crusade ministries in their college 
years but had never found a church that 

worked for them. From the beginning we 
sensed it was going to be a wonderful 
relationship. Judita loves to spend time 
with Gloria learning about motherhood, 
baking goodies and they will begin their 
first bible studies soon. No one had 
ever taught Judita how to read the Bible 
and she wants to learn. Ales has been a 
good companion for me. He loves talking 
about God and discussing the sermons 
he listens to on-line. We are truly excited 
about them!

Then Gasper and Ajda. She is 21 and he 
is 25 years old. They got married on the 
6th September and it was a complete joy 
for us to watch them so confident in that 
step! Their parents were a little surprised 
at first that the couple wanted to get 
married as they thought they were too 
young. Gasper and Ajda are an amazing 
couple and they both love Jesus. Their 
parents are not believers and advised 

How does your 
church plant 

grow??

Judita and Ales
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them to move in and live together 
to be sure they were right for each 
other but this couple was strong and 
wanted to be obedient to Christ first. 
The wedding was so beautiful. The 
bride’s parents came to us at the 
end and said: ‘we are delighted that 
Ajda and Gasper are in your church 
community and that they have your 
support, because of that we believe 
they will make it’. 

Miha and Maja joined us today (Sept) 
for the first time. Attending a different 
church for many years and having 
had a really hurtful experience there, 
they come with burdened hearts and 
lots of Satan’s lies. The couple were 
considering the move for a year now 
and they finalized their decision last 
week. They need our loving touch 
and a welcoming environment. Most 
of all, the forgiveness that they expe-
rienced in Christ will need to empow-
er them to learn to forgive others. We 
would like to ask you to pray for the 
protection of both churches involved 
against the lies and divisions that 
this might cause.

Sebastian and Gloria Forjan (pic-
tured top left) work in Slovenia 
where Sebastian has just been 
commissioned as Pastor to this 
new church.

ECM News

Knockconny Baptist young people and 
the Ferrybank Team in Waterford who 

joined together to do kidz clubs and youth 
events at the start of July.

  ECM Ireland Council Member Audrey McIvor and 
Miriam (centre of photo) were in Spain for a 5 day 

‘Cognitive Coaching’ Course by trainer Sharon Graves. 
‘It was real blessing being with this group and the 

course was excellent- take it if you get the chance!”

We wish Stefan and Kamila every blessing as they 
travel (with Noah and Aaron) to Arizona USA for 5 
months leaving the 23rd Oct. They will be seeking 

opportunities to grow spiritually and trusting God to 
guide them into future ministry.
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If the above quote by Jonathan Edwards 
in the eighteenth century is true then
we believe that in Rabka, Poland, the 
Revival we have been praying about for 
many years is beginning. 

The last week in August was truly won-
derful. Our friend Pastor Werner Oder 
(pictured above) was due to visit and 
meetings were planned throughout the 
week with Holocaust survivors, from Rab-
ka, other parts of Poland and America. 
Werner’s father, a deputy commandant 
in the S.S School where German soldiers 
were trained in the art of killing had been 
based in Rabka during the War and now 
God is greatly using Werner, in the minis-
try of reconciliation.

There was so much to be done (prepara-
tion of messages, setting up, caring for 
guests, translating, publicity, hospitality 
etc.) but everyone pitched in. What a hive 
of activity with people from all over Po-
land, brothers and sisters in Christ from 
Belgium and other places. The highlight 
of the week for us was its culmination - 
one glorious weekend, with an outdoor 
baptism service and a wedding.

Narcyz who belongs to a Christian mo-
torcycle club, has an amazing story of 
finding Christ, and now God is blessing 
him in reaching out to other bikers. About 
25 families from his club showed up to 
support him and his wife, Lucyna, as they 
were baptized and  re-dedicated their 
marriage to God.  It had poured with rain 
during the week, and as everything was 
set up outdoors for Saturday we were 
anxious, but God miraculously gave us 
perfect weather. As the service on Sun-
day finished, the rain started!

We are seeing Revival - the above signs 
took place and continue to take place 
in the Rabka church. Our four baptized 
believers boldly testified how Jesus 
Christ had totally transformed their lives 
and families. A hunger for the pure word 

“When esteem for the true Jesus is raised; 
When satan’s kingdom is attacked; When people 
come to love the scriptures more; When men are 
led from falsehood into truth; and When there 
is an increase in love to god and man”

Jonathan Edwards
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of God is growing and people are 
conscious that God is speaking to 
them through His word. Repent-
ing of their sins, there is a growing 
desire to get rid of hypocrisy and 
half-heartedness. People want to be 
clean, holy and filled with the power 
and love of God.

God is doing a new thing in us. It is 
real and we believe it will continue 
as we seek Him with all our hearts. 
To God be the glory!

PLEASE PRAY
•	 For those whose lives God has 

touched

•	 The Rabka church need to establish 
new local leadership, as Doug and his 
wife Lila concentrate on a new church 
planting initiative in Nowy Sacz, 

•	 For protection against the schemes of 
the devil               

                              
•	 The short-termers. No one returns 

from a mission trip quite the same. 
Experiencing God in action and being 
part of growing His kingdom can be 
the start of a whole new life. Most 
long term missionaries started out 
short term!

•	 Even ECM. We need you to do our 
work. Your gifts, abilities, energy, ex-
perience and faith will make us better 
than we are today. Please join us!

•	 Short term ministry certainly has a 
long term impact!

main photo: Christian motorcycle club
above: Doug Groth preaching at the bap-
tism service

Doug & Lila Groth serving in 
Rabka, Poland
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That is how Manuel described his time in 
the Intensive Church Planting Course run 
by Redeemer Church, New York. He was 
there for the month of September, along 
with other church planters from many dif-
ferent nations. He went on to say “On the 
one hand, I am learning so much here, 
and gaining the tools necessary to see a 
church planted in the city - exactly what 
we have been praying about for Lisbon. 
Then, I see the total impossibility of this 
happening with our scant resources. I still 
believe that what we are doing (in Bairro 
Alto in Lisbon), is absolutely strategic for 
this city.”

Sometimes the foreign missionary comes 
with a vision to plant new churches and 
looks for nationals to work alongside him. 
In this case, it has been our privilege to 
walk alongside Manuel and Vera Rainho  
who with their local church, are develop-
ing this vision to reach the people who 
frequent the many bars in the Bairro Alto 
district (pictured above), in central Lisbon. 
We’ve done a lot of praying, thinking and 

talking together, and are impressed by 
the level of commitment in this young 
couple.  

Talking with young people long into the 
night on ethical issues arising from stories 
of Jesus is what Manuel loves. His back-
ground helps. His father is an atheist, but 
through his grandmother’s influence, he 
and his sister went to a Christian camp 
where he found Christ. Both at home, and 
then later, as a Philosophy student at Lis-
bon University, he learned how to defend 
and share his faith with others. Now, his 
“Copo com Cristo” Bible study groups 
held late at night in local bars, attract a 
lot of attention. Lively conversations en-
sue, some do want to know more about 
personal commitment to Jesus, but going 
from that to creating a community of faith 
meeting regularly, in such a neighbour-
hood, is the big challenge ahead. Which 
is why the time with Redeemer’s City to 
City training programme is proving so 
beneficial - and yes, paradoxical as well.

Paradoxical
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Over 25 years ago Neil Postman wrote an 
incisive book with the title ‘Amusing Our-

selves to Death’. It was about the effect of the 
entertainment industry’s attempt to focus our 

minds on trivia and unimportant affairs and 
one of the prime mediums for this was televi-

sion. I was reminded of this recently when 
with everyone’s concentration on the world 

cup in Brazil, the Islamic State expanded from 
a small portion of captured territory to taking 
over parts of Syria and Iraq with devastating 
speed and effectiveness. For some in those 
unfortunate areas the end came swiftly and 

unexpectedly. 

In today’s world we are experts at amus-
ing ourselves to death. The constant twitter 
of celebrity and the endless discussions of 
the chattering classes help us to avoid the 
reality that one day Jesus Christ is coming 

back. Recently preaching on 2 Peter 3 I was 
reminded of the excuses that people make 

to ignore this reality. They scoff at the idea of 
it but Peter reminds them that the God who 
created the world and the God who sent his 

son, incarnate, are both signs of his intention 
for Jesus Christ to return one day. Peter also 

draws on the history of Noah and the flood 
as an example that God has intervened in 

his creation to deal with excessive sin. All of 
these signs show the patience of God with a 

rebellious world. ‘He is patient, not wanting 
any to perish’ (2 Peter 3:9b). Our job in Europe 
is to move minds and hearts from the transient 

to the eternal and to warn people to flee from 
the wrath that is to come. We cannot afford to 

amuse ourselves to death any longer. 

Dr Chris Wigram 
(International 

Director)

Peter & Anna Crawford serving in 
Portugal

So, getting there from here - 
what’s needed?

People : Both national Christians 
and expat workers to support the 
project. It could be you, if you enjoy 
talking about Christ and engaging 
in personal discipleship in an urban 
environment!

Prayer : Regular, sustained prayer 
against the powers of darkness in 
this area is key. Ask God. It may be 
that He will put Bairro Alto on your 
heart. Visit us! Pray with us!

Support : Regular monthly income 
is needed for the Rainos to be able 
move nearer to the Bairro Alto area, 
and to have a location that can be 
used for meetings. If you can please 
give. 
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ECM Ireland  
Ballymacoss Avenue. 

Lisburn BT28 2GX   
 028 92666044  //  ecm.ni@ecmi.org    

www.ecmireland.org

European Christian Mission Ireland is an interdenomina-
tional, evangelical, missionary organization  working in 
Europe.

ECM Ireland is a registered charity no: XN6 3416

 ECM BELIEVES THAT CHURCH PLANTING IS THE BEST 
STRATEGY FOR REACHING EUROPE TODAY. WE ARE 

WORKING TOWARDS PLANTING FLOURISHING, LOVING 
FELLOWSHIPS WHICH CAN SHARE THE GOSPEL WITH 

WORDS AND ACTIONS. IN THIS WAY 
EUROPE CAN CHANGE .

Trinity Methodist Church  Lisburn
From 10.00 to 1.30pm

Speakers: 
Rev.Allastair M is the guest speaker from Richhill Presbyterian

Franci Arjona – ECM Spain
Peter Crawford ECM Portugal  

And others.
finishing	with	a	light	lunch

Saturday 8th November 2014

ECM Autumn Conference
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