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Global Leadership Summit. 
 

Despite the minus 15 degrees and snow, it was great to spend 10 days in 

Ohio at the end of January as around 50 leaders from 23 different countries 

came together to worship, pray and plan together. The mission has grown 

significantly since it began in 1990 and so the purpose of the summit was to 

help us focus our vision and work better together. As anything grows, unity 

is harder to maintain and so we value your prayers for the mission as a 

whole. It was exciting to hear stories from some of the work going on 

around the world. It was great to have Alistair Begg share devotions with us 

a couple of mornings and he challenged us on our own spiritual walks with 

God and personal holiness. 

So far we have 20 people signed up to go to Guinea Bissau this summer. There is 

a men’s team and a ladies team who will be playing matches against various 

teams as well as coaching kids. It is exciting to see local Christians with a vision 

to do evangelism through sports and a young man called Celestino has started a 

youth academy in a town called Canchungo. We will be spending some of our 

time with him, helping to run a week long camp for the kids. Most are from  

Muslim families and already the academy has had a really effective witness in the 

town. Pray for Celestino and Lynne Bogle who is a missionary out there from 

Northern Ireland. Lynne has been a huge help to Celestino and we look forward 

to being able to see first hand what God is doing out there. 
 

Please pray that the team would be open to hearing from God. Often when we are 

away from home and out of our comfort zones we are more open to hearing God 

speak to us and so pray that this time will have a significant impact on each team 

member. 
 

We have also been invited to meet the President of the country and so it’s       

exciting to see how a small team of football players can be used to reach not only 

young children, but also political figures for Jesus. Pray for good opportunities to 

share our faith and that we would be an encouragement to the local churches. 
 

My Dad is hoping to come as chaplain but as some of you may have heard, he 

has been diagnosed with prostate cancer. He has begun treatment so please pray 

that he will be fit enough to make the trip.  

Guinea Bissau Tour 8th—24th July 

Meeting the President 

We want to take this opportunity to thank all of you for your faithful prayers and support which allows us to 

continue our work with Ambassadors.  
 

Jacob will be 2 years old in June and he’s now beginning to copy people. He tries to say what we say and 

he’ll do things we do. As he grows up, he wants to become like us and be able to do what we do. This has 

really challenged us in terms of what we do and say. Do we really want Jacob to become like us? In many 

ways, we would say no, but in 1 Corinthians Paul challenges people to be like him. He says he wants them 

to imitate him as he imitates Christ. That’s a pretty bold statement. 
 

As Jacob and Manuela grow up, we pray that we would be good examples to them. And yet this is       

something that applies to our everyday lives with anyone we come into contact with. When I’m on the pitch 

can I say to younger players to imitate me? As we go about our work or when we think of what we watch 

on TV or how we spend our time, do we really want people to imitate us? Are we good ‘ambassadors’? 

This has been a real challenge to us recently and we would value your prayers so that as parents and also 

with our neighbours and those we meet, we will be good examples and show God’s love. 



Family Life 
 

It has been a while since our last prayer letter. Things have been busy and so much has happened. Manuela 

Christina Cuthbert was born 25th November. Labour was quicker than with Jacob and despite a little     

complication our healthy little baby girl was born and we thank God for protection over Manuela and     

myself. When Manuela was 1 week old Jacob and Robert both came down with a tummy bug which forced 

Manuela and myself to move out to Robert’s parents house to prevent us from getting it. They had the bug 

for just over 10 days and we ended up being out of the house for a week! This meant it was nearly      

Christmas before we started to get settled in to being a family of four. Jacob has had one cold after the other 

this winter but for the past month or so it has been good to see him well and back to his normal cheery self. 

He is starting to say a few words and also copying sounds of things you say. He loves being outside and 

cries when someone goes out the door and he isn’t allowed to go too! I guess this outdoor kid will love 

Congo! 

 

Manuela has been very healthy since she was born and is getting bigger despite being described as a ‘petite 

little thing’ and is a lot smaller than Jacob was at this age! She is a very smiley little girl and is a real     

pleasure. She sleeps reasonably well but doesn’t like going to bed! Jacob is really good with her and likes to 

give her hugs and kisses. We shall see how long this lasts! 

It has been busy with two kids and taken a bit of time learning to juggle the two of them especially when 

Robert was away in America in January. However we are very grateful for help from family and friends. 

We go to a few mums and toddlers where Jacob loves playing and watching other kids and I have enjoyed 

talking to old friends and making new ones. 

Our new house has been great and now that the weather is getting a little better we have had more contact 

with our neighbours and especially their kids. We pray that we would be a witness to these families as we 

get to know them more. 

 

We thank you so much for your prayers and support and appreciate how generous people have been with 

gifts for Manuela. 

Below: 

Jacob enjoyed being    

personal assistant to our 

International Director Jon 

Ortlip on his recent visit. 

Left: Manuela gets to know her older 

cousin Willow! Sue and Wayne live 

in London and so we don’t see them 

that often. 

Thanks 

so much 

for all 

your 

prayers! 



Contact us: 

Robert: ambassadorsireland@yahoo.co.uk      

or 07834362381 

Kyla: kyla.cuthbert@hotmail.com                    

or 07739309822 

For more information on AIS, 

please have a look at our Tactics 

magazine which should be in 

the church or let me know and I 

can get you a copy. 

Having met with the Ambassadors board of trustees 

and also our church missionary committee, I have 

decided to step down from my role as Director of 

Ambassadors here in Ireland at the end of August. 

From September, I would like to focus more on my  

studies at Bible College and also for Kyla and I to do 

some  training which would be specific to moving to 

Congo. Kyla will officially join Ambassadors as we 

prepare for moving overseas. She has been involved 

part time for a while now helping to oversee the   

finances and other bits and pieces but with moving 

overseas, we felt it was 

the right time to officially 

join the mission. We feel 

clear that God has called 

us both to Congo and not 

just me. Although a big 

part of Kyla’s time will be 

spent looking after Jacob 

and Manuela, there will 

be plenty of opportunities 

to get involved in other 

things. We will most 

likely be moving near to a 

Mission Hospital in    

Impfondo in the north of 

Congo where there is a need for a physiotherapist 

and so Kyla will be able to get involved there as well 

as helping with the work of Ambassadors. 

 

We would hope to be in a position to leave for 

Congo by the summer of 2014 and although it seems 

a long way off, there is so much to do between now 

and then. We would like to do some specific        

missions training which would help us in moving to 

a new country and dealing with the many issues that 

come along with that. We will be the first            

missionaries sent by the Ambassadors Office here 

and so there 

are also 

things that 

we need to 

have in place to be able to ensure all goes smoothly. 

As well as that, simple things like packing up all our 

belongings, looking for someone to rent out our 

house, selling our car, sorting out what to ship out to 

Congo, applying for visas etc will all take time.  

 

At this stage we would like to commit to two years 

which would give us time to 

learn the language, settle into 

the country and get involved 

with the local church after 

which we would be in a    

position to make better     

decisions regarding our long 

term future. There is a lot to 

consider and we want to 

make the right decisions and 

pray that God would guide us 

clearly. We feel this will be a 

long term move and so don’t 

want to rush into making  

decisions before we know 

what opportunities there are out there. 

 

Stewart Glass will be taking things on from me and 

so please pray for him as he settles into the role. He 

has been involved for quite a few years now having 

become a Christian through the football club. With a 

few tours under his belt and also the Cycle for Hope 

in Africa and Europe, it’s great to hand over to  

someone who is a committed Christian and knows 

personally the impact that can be made through   

Ambassadors.  

Congo here we come! 

Bible College 
The few months before Christmas were pretty hectic with the arrival of Manuela, moving  

house and other bits and pieces. In the middle of that, I had an assignment on Islam to  

complete. It was challenging to look at the differences between Islam and Christianity and  

get a better understanding of how to reach Muslims. I have managed to pass all my modules  

so far and appreciate your prayers as I hope to complete my studies by the end of the year.  

I still have modules on Pastoral Epistles, History of Christian Missions and Cross Cultural  

Missions before I begin my 20,000 word dissertation! I have really enjoyed studying again and 

appreciate your prayers. 



The past few months have included   

taking various BB’s around the country 

as well as being involved in a Queen’s 

Badge Weekend for 56 boys. This     

included teaching the boys about God’s 

call to live our lives for His glory and 

showing them simple coaching drills 

and gospel presentations that they can 

use in their own companies. We had a 

great time and have been asked by the 

BB to come and do something similar 

again.  

We also had an exhibit at Church Resources in Belfast which was a really good two days and we had    

Ministers from all over Ireland who were interested in developing football outreaches. Pray for us as we 

follow up these contacts and look at how we can support various               

congregations as they try to reach out to their communities through sport. 

Our Easter Football Camp was also a really 

great week as we coached the kids and 

shared the story of Jonah with them. We 

have also started youth football (6-11yrs) 

on Saturday mornings so pray that God 

would bring along the kids he wants to be 

impacted through this. As coaches, we have 

an incredible platform from which to be 

‘ambassadors’ for Jesus and pray that 

through this, kids would come to faith. 

With our club team doing really well in Division 1 of the Mid Ulster league, 

we have attracted some interest in the local and national papers. There were 

full page articles in the Belfast Telegraph as well as the Daily Mirror and it’s 

great that our platform in football gives us opportunities like this to share our 

faith. 
Upcoming events: 

 

Ballysally. (26th May—2nd June) every year we spend a 

week working alongside Ballysally Presbyterian Church. 

This is a fantastic week as we go into the local schools, 

run a camp in the afternoon and play community games 

and other events in the evenings. Pray that through all of 

these things, the local people will see Jesus and come to 

know Him. The church does an amazing work on the 

Ballysally estate and it’s brilliant to be part of it. 

 

Churches Cup (1st June). Over 200 players took part in 

last years tournament with more expected this year. It’s a 

great day of fun with a spiritual challenge to everyone on 

the day. 

 

Europe Coaching Tour  (2nd—18th August). This will 

see 12 young coaches trained up to run 4 camps here in 

Northern Ireland before travelling to Holland and Czech 

Republic to run camps with our missionaries out there. 

 

SMTC. We will host our annual Sports Ministry      

Training on 3rd August for those around the province  

interested in sports outreach. 

We have just launched our Little Ambassadors 

program for 3-5 year olds and will be running 

a 6 week trial in our church. It’s a great way to 

develop young players as well as sharing a 

simple Bible story with the kids. Having ran 

one recently in Richhill, the feedback was 

really positive and we felt it would be great to 

do one in our church. Thanks to the church for 

allowing us to use the halls. If you would be 

interested in sending your child, please contact 

me or check out our facebook page.  
 

www.facebook.com/aisireland 

Little  

Ambassadors 


