
‘By faith Abraham, when called to go to a place he would later 

receive as his inheritance, obeyed and went, even though he did 

not know where he was going. By faith he made his home in the 

promised land like a stranger in a foreign country’ Hebrews 11v8 

It has been two years since we were on the cycle and yet, as some of you will know, there are certain memories that 

still stand out and stay with me. One of these was a small village in the Republic of Congo where I met and talked to 

a few of the guys when we stopped for our lunch. I cycled away wondering what the village would be like if everyone 

knew Jesus. There would be no reason to fear the evil spirits that seemed to rule over them and they would be set 

free to know the abundant life that Jesus promised. But how will they know Jesus unless someone tells them? 

Unless someone lives with them and shows them that God loves them.  

I often wonder about that village and yet, what can I do? As Kyla and I talked and prayed about it over Christmas, it 

seemed that God had an answer neither of us was expecting. Would we be willing to go wherever God calls us? 

Over the following few days, we felt God made it very clear to us that He wanted us to go to Congo. 

In Kyla’s regular devotions, she read the verse below from Hebrews the morning after we prayed about Congo. I 

also read in my devotions about being willing to ‘go out without knowing’. We prayed again that night telling God we 

were willing to go, but wanted to be sure. I have always felt that I would one day return to Guinea Bissau and yet 

God seemed to be calling us to ‘a foreign country’. We finished praying and rolled over to sleep when I remembered 

I had got a voicemail that I hadn’t listened to. We couldn’t believe it when we heard the voice of Leontine, a lady we 

had met in Brazzaville, Congo and who had told us when we were there that God had asked her to pray for us and 

she was going to pray for us every day until God told her to stop. We haven’t heard from her since we left          

Brazzaville and, although the phone call was out of the blue, it seemed to confirm our feeling that God was saying 

Congo. These, as well as other things we have read, and just a sense in both of us that God was wanting us to 

move on have brought us to this place.  

So that’s where we’re at. We believe we need to obey the call and be willing to step into the unknown. We have 

been in touch with missionaries out there and would like to go for a short visit to see what opportunities God opens 

up for us. There is a lot to consider with AIS here in Northern Ireland so we’re not sure of the timing of a visit or any 

potential move to Congo, but we would value your prayer as we try to discern what God is saying. We appreciate 

your support.  
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I wrote this not long after being in Congo: In Congo, we met local people who live in fear of the spirits who rule over 
their villages. As we sat under the tree and talked about things, you could see the fear in their eyes. We live with      

freedom in Christ and take so much for granted. I wondered how amazing it would be to stay in that village and just live 
out our Christian faith before them. How different would that village be set free in Jesus? Who is ever going to go and 
show them that in Jesus they can be more than conquerors? That they don't have to live in fear. That there is hope. 



 

Capital: Brazzaville 

Population: 3.7 million 

Life expectancy: 53 years 

Language: French, along with nearly 80 ethnic groups 

Poverty: About 50% of the population live below the 

poverty line, making less than $1 a day. 

Operation World says ‘The Church needs revival and 

restoration. Congo has been Christianised—superficially 

at least—but never truly converted. The majority of the 

population are Christian, but some sources claim that 

up to 50% are actually animists. For a vast number, 

Christianity is a thin veneer over traditional African   

religion.  

AIS: The football club is going really well both on and off the pitch as we try to 

be a  witness to teams we play against and also encourage and challenge those 

on the team. 

This year we hope to develop our youth football program enabling us to impact 

young players through a curriculum of football, faith and future.  

Stewart Glass joined part time staff this year which has been a real blessing and 

we hope to have Katelyn Reuther here soon from the USA for two years. 

Cycle for Hope: In June we will be back in the saddle for a wee 

cycle across Europe. The European Championships will be on 

during that month and our aim is to work alongside missionaries 

and churches in various countries doing outreaches along the 

way. We have a team of 11 so far but there are still spaces 

available so if you would like to join us, or know someone who 

would, then please check out our website or get in touch with 

me directly. 

Prayer: 

Thanks for your prayers for my studies. It’s going really 

well (no results yet though) and I’m enjoying it so far. 

Pray for wisdom and discernment as we try to figure out 

what exactly God is saying about Congo. 

Thanks for your prayers for Jacob. He’s a cool wee kid 

and sleeps 16-18 hours a day, eats loads and is keeping 

healthy.  

Thanks so much for your ongoing support which enables 

us to continue working with AIS. 

Contact us:  

Robert: ambassadorsireland@yahoo.co.uk or 

07834362381  

Kyla: kyla.cuthbert@hotmail.com or 

07739309822  

www.cycleforhope.org 

www.aisireland.com 


