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How long did you work 
overseas? 18 years - 13 in India; 
4 in Pakistan and 1 in Kyrgyzstan.  
It all began from an advert in the 
Times Educational Supplement. 

Woodstock School, India: teacher to set up GCSE 
& A level history. I signed a 3-year contract to do my 
own job overseas. I did not want to be a missionary. 
I still don’t see myself in a situation with people  who 
know nothing about Christianity and have a faith 
of their own. But I could support missionaries by 
teaching their children. 
How did you get to Murree? I couldn’t get a 
permanent job when I came home from India. Murree 
Christian School, Pakistan advertised for A level 
history. 
How about your second innings? That began 
almost by accident. The Woodstock history teacher 
had to go home. I was pressed to go out for six 
months and stayed for six years. Then I moved to 
Hebron. I visited a former Woodstock pupil in Bishkek, 
Kyrgzstan and went back there for a year. 
You became a missionary in the end? Yes. The 
school in Murree was very small. It liked staff with 
mission support and a bigger group of friends 
beyond the school. I had got to know Interserve India 
well. Some of their senior people had children at 
Woodstock.  
You have been a missionary ever since? I was only 
supported by Interserve for four years in Pakistan up 
to 1986 and then in my last year, in Bishkek. I was 
directly employed by both schools in India. But all four 
schools are open to pupils from western business 
families. Woodstock and Hebron are big schools 
with Indian pupils steering towards universities in 
America or Britain. Most of them are not Christians. 
The Indians are often Hindu, Moslem, Sikh, Buddhist. 
Missionaries’ children also need to find faith for 
themselves. Schools have an outreach of their own 
- to people who might never meet missionaries. The 
only adult Christians are the school staff. Even school 
assemblies can be important 
Woodstock, Murree and Hebron were all boarding 
schools? Yes - a mixed blessing. You see exactly 
the same people at every turn. Even in church. 
Everything happens in school - plays, concerts, 
celebrations. The only English worship in Murree was 
in school and geared for youth.  But boarding schools 
also guarantee company. Most of the pupils enjoy 

boarding once they got used to it. But they are glad 
of adult attention—and can be fascinating company. 
If teachers in Co Armagh get too friendly, pupils often 
make less effort in class. It worked the other way in 
Asia. 
Your schools were Asian schools? No, they were 
international schools. Hebron taught British A level 
courses. The other three schools agreed on an 
American curriculum - a different rhythm. Woodstock 
had 27 nationalities in school, Murree and Hope 
Academy maybe 12,. Missionaries from North 
American, European, Austral-asia and increasing 
number of Koreans all have different ways of doing 
things. 
So you learned flexibility? I hope so. And they all 
had to learn to cope with me. 
What do you remember with greatest pleasure?    
The young people. And, if I made any spiritual 
contribution, it was to encourage some of them in 
their Christian faith and help one or two towards 
Christian commitment. 
Would you recommend an overseas trip?    
Certainly. Nobody could start with more hesitations 
than I did - on the level of “better than nobody”. The 
moves don’t seem so casual and accidental looking 
back on them. The outcome lies with God.  
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Hundreds of 
vacancies exist 
around  the world 
for teachers in MK 
schools. 
Is God asking you to 
go ?

If you are interested is 
finding out more about 
opportunities to teach in 
MK schools go to:
www.missionfinder.org/
educators
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This is the 16th edition and we are currently reveiwing the format and content for the future.  We would
 really like to hear your feedback and we would appreciate if you would complete the following 
questionnaire:

Please send your completed questionnaire to us using one of the following methods:

By post to: The Buzz, First Presbyterian Church Portadown, Bridge Street Portadown, BT63 5AA or use  
the post-box at the Watson Street entrance to the halls.

By e-mail to: mail@firstportadown.org

By placing on the offering plate at a church service

Did you know. . . .Jimmy 
Boyd recently celebrated 
the 50th anniversary 
of his ordination to 
the Eldership. He was 
ordained in The Mall 
Presbyterian, Armagh on 
14th February 1960.  He 
came to First Portadown 
in 1963 and was elected 
to the Session here in 
1966.

BUZZ REVIEW

Luke Carson will be working with the 
London City Mission beginning from 
12 April. He has been appointed as 
an Auxiliary Worker in the LCM’s cafe 
and arts centre called Departure in the 
East End, close to Canary Wharf. This 
outreach ministry serves a number of 
communities in that area. He will also 
be working in a ministry to homeless 
people based in Webber Street. 
Please pray for Luke as he makes 
this transition and seeks permanent 
accommodation in London.
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HOW DO YOU RATE THE BUZZ MAGAZINE? 			   Tick as appropriate

WHICH ARTICLES DO YOU LIKE BEST?

WHICH ARTICLES DO YOU LIKE LEAST?

WHAT TOPICS WOULD YOU LIKE TO SEE COVERED IN THE BUZZ?
Please list suggestions below


